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Literary Concept:  Themes

A Raisin in the Sun

The theme of a literary work is a “big idea;” it is an insight about life or human nature that the writer presents to the reader.  In the play A Raisin in the Sun, Hansberry shares some of her ideas about love, identity, dreams, values, and prejudice.

Directions: The following 8 statements have to do with the themes from the play.  FIRST, tell whether you agree or disagree personally with each statement.  SECOND, give a real-life example of the statement, either from your life or made up.  FINALLY, after reading the play, give an example from the play that shows the theme.

	Theme
	Agree?

(write A or D)
	examples of this theme

(Fiction or nonfiction)
	AFTER Reading: An example from the play

	1)  Dreams can either save or destroy a person.
	
	
	

	2)  Values and ideals are worth fighting for.
	
	
	

	3)  We do not simply live for ourselves but for those who came before and will come after us.
	
	
	

	4)  It is never too late to start over.
	
	
	

	5)  Only through self-respect and self-esteem can people live with themselves.
	
	
	

	6)  Materialism and money, in themselves, are worthless.
	
	
	

	7) Families can survive any catastrophe if the members love one another and share a common goal.
	
	
	

	8)  Dreams are necessary and important, even if we do not completely realize them?
	
	
	


